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"Post-Defeat Strategy for Gaining Cities: King Ajatasattu, Vassakara Brahmin, Zhou Yu,
and Guo Ai Overcoming Cao Cao at the Battle of Red Cliffs"
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Abstract

The concept of “Post-Defeat Strategy for Gaining Cities” reflects the strategic wisdom
embedded in Eastern political and military thought. This study presents a comparative analysis
of selected cases from ancient India and ancient China. In the Indian context, the Buddha
articulated principles concerning social cohesion and the causes of collective decline. King
Ajatasattu and Vassakara Brahmin applied these principles as political strategy, employing
wisdom, negotiation, and power-based planning to minimize losses and transform conflict into
opportunities for territorial expansion. In the Chinese context, Zhou Yu and Huang Gai reversed
the course of the Battle of Red Cliffs by skillfully utilizing seography, psychological warfare,

and naval strategy to defeat the vastly superior forces of Cao Cao.



The findings indicate that strategic retreat or feigned submission does not signify genuine
defeat; rather, it represents the beginning of a new form of victory grounded in wisdom,
adaptability, and strategic foresight. Post-defeat strategies can lead to long-term survival and
success while offering enduring insights into governance, diplomacy, and conflict management.
Therefore, the “Post-Defeat Strategy for Gaining Cities” should be understood not merely as
a historical narrative, but as a timeless strategic principle that demonstrates how adversity can

be transformed into sustainable victory.

Keywords: Strategy, Defeat, King Ajatasattu, Vassakara Brahmin, Battle of Red Cliffs
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